
 

 

Strategies for Subtraction 
Decomposing one number on a number line 

 

144 – 82 = n 

Place 144 to the right of the number line.  
Decompose 82 into 80 and 2. 

 
  

Jump back 80 and then 2 to reach your answer. 

 

   

                          -2                               - 80 

           62                         64                                 144 
 

n = 62 

 
 


